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FOUNDATION 

The pfecise date of foundation of the 
Blatter Herbarium is unceitain. Howevei’, 
Rev, Santapau (1954) States that it was 
founded some time in 1906 or 1907 after 
Rev, Blatter received a consignment of spe¬ 
cimens from C. E. C. Fischer from the Coim- 
batore Herbarium. The Coimbatore Herba- 
irum therefore can be considered the inspira* 
bon for the Blatter Herbarium Rev. Blatter 
wrote several papers on the basis of these 
specimens and others collected by him and 
his associates. These sjiecimens comprised 
the herbarium which was then called the St. 
Xavier’s College Natural History Mtiseum. 
It was renamed the Blatter Herbarium in 
1941 after Rev. H. Santapau took charge. 

The original objective of the Blatter Her¬ 
barium was the training of students in plant 
taxonomy and this objective continues. How- 
ever, the Blatter Herbarium is not to be 
looked upon as a separate teaching or re¬ 
search institution but only as part of the 
Botany Department of St. Xavier’s College. 
It consequently can not be considered an en- 
tity on its own; it has no independent staff; 
no independent funds. The work carried out 
by staff members in the herbarium is on an 
honorary basis, they being paid only for 
undergraduate instruction. For a long time it 
has been the policy of St. Xavier’s College to 
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provide first class under-graduate training 
with little or no emphasis on post-graduate 
work. As a result, no grants are awarded to 
the Blatter Herbarium and the fact that it 
still exists is due entirely to the unselfish and 
dedicated work put in by the staff members. 

COLLECTIONS St COLLECTORS 

Rev, Blatter was responsible for the 
initiation of the herbarium and his activi- 
ties were considerable. 

After its inception, the coUections in the 
herbarium were added to considerably. 
Blatter and his associates Hallberg, McCann, 
Sabnis, Femandes, Vakil and D’Almeida went 
on extensive botanical tours. 

Hallberg, one of Blatter’s constant 
companions in the field, made an extensive 
coUections of flowering plants in Kashmir 
and Blatter based his book “Beautiful Flowers 
of Kashmir” on this collection. 

McCann was a very close associate of 
Rev. Blatter and associated with the working 
out of the Flora of Baluchistan and the revi- 
sion of the Flora of Bombay Presidency. With 
Rev. Blatter he was co-author of “Bombay 
Grasses” 

After Rev. Blatter’s demise in 1934 
McCann was Assistant Curator and then 
Curator of the Natural History section of the 
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Museum. He later worked at the Bombay 
Natural History Society and during his stay 
in India wrote “Hundred Beautiful Trees of 
India” Soon after independence he migrated 
to New Zealand and took with him about 
20,000 herbarium specimens given to him by 
Blatter and containing over 100 types, mainiy 
from western India and collected by himself, 
Blatter and associates. In about 1972, the 
herbarium requested McCann to return these 
specimens and realizing that they would be 
better located at Bombay, he has kindly done 
it. 

Specimens collected by Blatter and his 
associates present in the herbarium number 
about '100,000. The Sedgwick collection con¬ 
taining about 7,000 specimens was also 
acquired at this stage. The collection is 
mainiy from Kanara and is very valuable as 
it represents areas not worked on by Blatter. 

Rev. H. Santapau took over as 
directer of the herbarium in November, 
1940. Sheets in need of repair were re- 
mounted and a complete catalogue of all 
specimens was compiled. The floristic work 
of Bombay Presidency was resumed. The 
Flora of KJiandala was published in 1953 and 
20,000 specimens from Khandala alone are 
well represented in the herbarium. In addi- 
tion, Baluchistan, Kathiawar, Mahabaleshwar, 
National Park at Bombay, Andhra Pradesh 
and the Dangs forests near Surat were ex- 
plored. Specimens from all these regions are 
well represented in the herbarium and num¬ 
ber about 20,000. 

Other collections present are those of 
Rev. R. D. Acland, Dr. J. C. Lisboa, 
Dr. M. L. Banerji and Dr. B. B. Mundkar. 
The latter is a mycological collection con¬ 
taining the types of a large number of 
novelties discovered by Dr. MHmdkar. A 
considerable part of the duplicates of voucher 
specimens from the Ciba-Geigy Research 


Laboratories are also incorporated in the 
Blatter Herbarium. 

Numerous botanists have worked in the 
Blatter Herbarium and the following is the 
brief summary of the scientists together with 
the subject of work : Prof. P. V. Bole (Medi- 
cinal and aromatic plants of Maharashtra and 
taxonomy of cultivated plants especially the 
succulents etc.), Dr. N. A. Irani (Apocyna- 
ceae and Asclepiadaceae of Bombay), 
Dr. Aban Daruvalla (Asteraceae-Genus Blumea), 
Prof. G. L. Shah (Flora of Salsette Island), 
Dr. Z. J. Kapadia (Orchidaceae of Bombay), 
Mrs. Vlloo Kapadia (Convolvulaceae of 
Bombay), Dr. S. K. Wa^ (Floristic studies 
in Andhra Pradesh), Father C. Saldanha 
(Scrophulariaceae of Western Ghats), Dr. R. 
R. Femandes (M'onocot Flora of Borivli 
National Park), Father M. Pallithanam (Flora 
of Sirumalai, Tamil Nadu), Father K. M. 
Matthew (Exotic Flora of Kodaikanal, Tamil 
Nadu), Dr. K. Diwakar (Flora of Uran, Maha¬ 
rashtra), Dr. K. Thothathri (Taxonomie stu¬ 
dies on the tribe Dalbergieae in India, Burma, 
Ceylon, Pakistan and Bangladesh), Dr. M. K. 
Kaul (Weed Flora of Kashmir), Dhuan Pan- 
thaki (Papilionaceae of Bombay), Y. Merchant 
(Rubiaceae of Bombay), Dr. Balamani (Ver- 
benaceae of Bombay). Late R. Bhamidipati 
(Liliaceae and Amaryllidaceae of Bombay), 
J. Herbert (Polypetalae and Apetalae of 
Borivli National Park), S. C. Tavakari (Flora 
of Aarey), K. V. Shenoy (Flora of Mumbra), 
R. L. Mitra (Flora of 24 Parganas, W. Bengal), 
M. R. Almeida (Pteridophytes of Bombay), 
M. R. Lewis (Taxonomy of Bombay Agari- 
cales). 

present ACTIVITIES 

Research Work : Students are trained 
in taxonomie research. At present interest is 
taken in taxonomie surveys, regional surveys 
and revisions of taxa. The flora of Sawant- 
wadi is being worked on by Mrs. Almeida, 
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the flora of Saurashtra is being worked on by 
Mr. Pathak, Mr. R. Subedar is revising the 
Mimosae of India under the Flora of India 
project of the Botanical Survey of India, 
Mr. Bhatt is working on the pharmacognosy 
of Rubia species (manjusta) and Mrs. Kunda 
Patkar has done research on botanicals used 
in cosmetics used in ancient India. 

Loans and Exchanges : Specimens or 
photographs of species are loaned to or ex- 
changed with herbaria both at home and 
abroad. 

The Blatter Herbarium has been asso- 
ciated with the Bombay Natural History 
Society since its inception. 

FUTURE PLANS 

Most organisations that deal with taxono¬ 
mie Work have aims and ideals that usually 
tend towards expansion and improvement of 
existing faculties. The Blatter Herbarium is 
no exception and two of its main objectives 


are to build up (a) an ethnobotanical coUec- 
tion of medicinally useful species and (b) a 
carpological museum. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion we would like to say that 
during the last few years the Blatter Herba¬ 
rium has trained several taxonomists who 
have contributed to the advancement of sys- 
tematic botany of the Indian flora in various 
parts of the country. It has inspired several 
of them to initiate centres of taxonomie stu¬ 
dies for example at Trichy, Bangalore, Anand, 
Kalyani, Baroda, Jodpur, Delhi, Lucknow, 
etc. 
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